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ABSTRACT 

Quantized Frequency Modulation is one of the various 
methods used to reduce the effects of multipath propaga- 
tion of high frequency radio waves. The modulation 
technique is described, and a signal and noise analysis is 
made resulting in a theoretical maximum performance 
criteria. A comparison is made with the performance of 
various configurations of the system demodulator. 
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a Introduction. 

It has long been recognized that reliability in high 
frequency radio communications is limited not so much by 
the power which can be radiated by an antenna as it is by 
the destructive vectoral addition of signals arriving at 
the receiver. The signals which are added vectorially 
may be delayed replicas or may be parts of two different 
symbols. In both cases the effect is the result of the 
delays in multipath propagation. The first case is selec- 
tive fading, and the second case is intersymbol interfer- 
ence. 

There have been many schemes devised in attempts to 
reduce the effects of multipath propagation phenomena. 
Several forms of diversity reception including time civer-= 
sity, space diversity and frequency diversity each designed 
to isolate one of the incoming signals, and various 
combining techniques have been used. /1/ Other schemes 
include the use of single sideband /2/ and synchronous 
detection. /3/ 

Probably the most advanced technique in combatting 
multipath effects is the "Rake" system. /4/ This system 
useS a cross correlation detection scheme, coupled with a 
method for isolating the signal from each path, and then 
combines the signals from each path in nearly optimum 
PLOveRbTOnS. 

All these schemes have their own advantages and dis- 
advantages. Usually the best results are obtained by 


il 





those schemes requiring large antennas or complex equip= 
ment, or large land areas. Other schemes of less complex- 
ity can expect less increase in reliability. 

The modulation scheme analyzed in this paper is one 
designed to operate within the bandwidth of one single- 
sideband voice channel of 3 K.C. Also a minimum size and 
weight limitation is imposed which precludes large antennas 
or space diversity techniques. Instead a type of frequency 
diversity is employed which allows the transmitter to oper= 
ate at a nearly constant power output. A coded pulse is 
used for both the "mark" and "space", and a delay line 
summer is used to add coherently the output pulses. 

The modulation scheme will be described and related 
to the principles of communication theory. A signal and 
noise analysis will be made on the system to predict error 
rates for various signal to noise power ratios. 

The methods and results of laboratory testing of the 
demodulator under various signal to noise ratios will be 
presented. Comparisons will be made between the predicted 


error rates and the actual error rates. 
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ae System Operation. 

This section includes a description of the basic 
modulation scheme and the method used for demodulation. 
The principles of communication theory which this system 


implements are emphasized where employed. 


2-1 Basic modulation scheme. 

Quantized Frequency Modulation (QFM) is the name 
given to the modulation scheme developed by the Communi- 
cations Division of Hughes Aircraft Company. This scheme 
was devised in an effort to reduce the effects of multipath 
fading on the reliability of teletype or mark-space communi-= 
cations systems. 

A combination of several techniques is applied, and 
these techniques will be described in later sections. 

The tapped delay line approximation to the matched 
filter is used in this system as follows, 

A combination of short pulses and frequency stepping 
is used to reduce the effects of intersymbol interference 
and selective fading respectively. The short pulses are 
spaced at each frequency to allow time for the path 
delays to die out. But upon detection these pulses are 
added coherently by means of the tapped delay line. Fig. 1 
is an idealized graphical representation of the signal 


transmitted. 
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This is the modulation on a carrier. Notice that there 
is uninterrupted modulation of the carrier, and hence the 
output power is constant. In order to contain the modulation 
within a 3KC bandwidth the pulses are shaped to approximately 
a cosine squared shape. An example of the actual shaped 
pulses is shown in Fig. 2 for Mark=~Space==Space-=-Mark as 
before. 

To demodulate this Quantized Frequency Modulation 
a demodulator of the type described below is used. Fig. 3 
is a block diagram which will be used in the following 
description. 

The QFM signal is obtained from a standard communica= 
tions receiver and is put through the four filters, but 
only one of four filters will pass a signal at any instant 
of time. The other three filters will pass only noise. 

The amplifier will amplify the signal to a maximum level 
if the signal is large enough to reach that level, other-= 
wise it is amplified by the full gain of the amplifier. 
Bach channel is full wave detected either positively or 
negatively, and the cnaunels are added as shown in Fig, 3. 
The signals are then summed in the tapped delay line and 
differential amplifier. 

The output of the differential amplifier is used to 
establish synchronization, which in turn gates the inte~ 
grator to operate only during the time that the peak signal 


occurs. 
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The output of the gated integrator will be positive 
or negative depending on whether a "mark" or "space" code 
was transmitted. The output of the gated integrator is 
sampled just before the integrator capacitor is discharged. 
The sampling timing is also controlled by the synchroni-= 
zation circuit. The polarity of the integrator output will 
then determine whether the data is "mark" or "space" and 
will trigger the appropriate data flip-flop. - 

Since the decision is based solely on the polarity of : 
integrator output the decision is made about a nearly 
zero threshold. 

The operation of the system has been described. The 


principles of communication theory employed will be described 


where applicable in the following sections. 








2.2 Short pulse and multi-frequency transmission, 

The effect of multipath delay for pulses which are 
long compared to the delay time is shown in Fig. 4. 

The effect of muitipath delay for pulses which are 
short compared to the delay time is shown in Fig. 5. 

It can be seen that the short pulse is more desirable, 
but of course this pulse requires more bandwidth, and con-= 
tains less total energy. 

Turning now to the selective fading effects of multi- 
path propagation and directing our attention to Fig. 6, 
it may be noted that the multipath delay is different for 
different freauencies. So one possible approach to com= 
batting selective fading could be by using more than one 
frequency in the transmission. 

In this QFM scheme, the techniques and those to be 
described in Sections 2.3 and 2.4 are combined. In 
addition, in order to increase the total energy in a mark 
baud and space baud, ten pulses are transmitted for each 
baud. At the receiver the envelopes of these pulses are 


added coherently as described in the previous section. 
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2.3 Coded pulses and matched filter detection. 

It has been shown /5/ that the optimum receiver to 
detect a signal in white Gaussian noise is one which 
calculates the likelihood ratio and then decides if a 
Signal was present or not depending on whether the like- 
lihood ratio exceeded a given threshold value or not 
respectively. The receiver which does this is a cross 
correlator, and essentially calculates the coefficient of 
linear correlation between the received signal and a copy 
of the transmitted signal. If this exceeds a specified 
value then the decision is made that a signal was present. 
Since this is a continuous process ((7) is continuously being 
calculated as 

Ls Ve 


Oe = cmmeores - E $,@) Sa¢-T) dF — (1) 
ma 


where $,((2 is the received signal and 
S2(t) is the copy of the transmitted signal. 

For application to the communications problem the 
decision to be made is, "Was the signal sent a mark or 
a space?". It has been shown, /1/ that the optimum 
decision process is one which calculates for both 
the mark and space by cross correlating the incoming 
Signal with the "mark" signal as transmitted and the 
"space" signal as transmitted, and then decides which 
is larger. 
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where Sspace #) is the signal representing "Space" 
and Sme-k(t) is the signal representing "Mark", 

It has also been shown /1/ that the probability of 
making a wrong decision is least when mark space 
and the decision threshold is zero. The cross correlation 
of the "mark" signal as transmitted with a "space" signal 
as transmitted for this case would be -l. 

One means of implementing a cross correlation detec- 
tor is by means of a filter. The output of a filter for 
a given input signal is the convolution of the signal 


with the impulse response of the filter. 


gp “Lo xmh ¢-7) LT (4) 
Or 


if the impulse response of the filter h(t) is the time 
reverse of the input signal, X(+t), then the output is the 
convolution of X(t) with X(-t). Substituting in equation 


(5) above 
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oince (tr as shown in equation (1) is an even function 
for periodic signals 
Pin = ((-T) (7) 
from (1) 


" Lib US C 
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In any physical implementation, integration starts 
at some time to and is carried out for some finite time 
interval. Hence 

| Cas 7 
for any physically realizable system. 

In terms of probability, the question, "Given that 
a Signal was sent, what is the probility that it was a 
"mark" and what is the probability that it was a "space" ?" 
must be answered. Since each is equally likely, the a 
priori probability of each is one-half. 

The a posteriori probability that a mark (for instance) 


was sent is, from /1/ 
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It has been shown /1/ that for mark and space equally likely 


the decision reduces to: 
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is greater than zero (positive). Decide "space" if (12) 
above is less than zero (negative). 
If a truly matched filter or correlation detector 


could be built the error rate has been shown to be 
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2.4 Tapped delay line approximization to a matched filter, 
Turin /6/ proposed three methods of implementing a 
matched filter. One of these was the tapped delay line. 
However, he pointed out that there are physical limitations 
to this approach. The filter which is truly matched is 
matched continuously from beginning to end of the signal 
when T= 0. Fig. §& shows an example of a signal and the 


impulse response of a filter matched to it. 


signal 


h(t) for filter matched to signal 


Figure &. 


A signal which might be put into a tapped delay line and 


its corresponding matched filter is shown in Fig. 9. 
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Figure 9 

This particular signal pattern chosen is one of the 
well known "Barker codes" /7,8/. It was chosen to illus- 
trate a desirable property which is possessed by some 
binary codes, namely that of a "good" autocorrelation 
function. Notice that the interval between peaks is flat. 

However if instead of a truly matched filter a 
tapped delay line is used, the output of the filter is 
still the correlation of the input signal with the impulse 
response of the filter, but the taps are not as "broad" 
as the pulse length. Instead the taps could be represented 
as delta functions weighted by the proper sign as shown in 


Fig. 10. 
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Figure 10 


Notice that the out put gl) at T = O has the shape of 
an individual signal of width T instead of the triangle. 
The delay line it is seen, linearly adds the voltages at 
each tap, and is not truly Matched" to the signal. The 
next section will deal with the analysis of the system, 
and will establish a mathematical model to predict theoret- 


ical performance maxima. 
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Se Analysis of Demodulator. 
3.1 Mathematical model of demodulator. 

In order to analyze the performance of the system 
and to be able to predict error rates for various signal 
to noise power ratio inputs a mathematical model was 
devised. Models have been established and performance 
analysis done for several of the well known binary 
communications systems. /9,10,11/ However most of these 
analyses assume a signal to noise ratio of 3db or more. 
This paper deals with lower signal to noise power ratios 
and consequently the approximation used in them are not 
valid for this study. The signal to noise power ratios 
in and out of an envelope detector have been described 
pamEicrely by Rice. /12/ Techniques in the application 
of his results may be found in other publications as well. 
ge ay 

The exact expression for the density function of the 
output of an envelope detector includes a modified Bessel 
function. At this point the high speed digital computer 
was used to obtain the signal voltage and noise power for 
different signal to noise ratios. This system is essentially 
linear from input to the full wave rectifier of each channel, 
and subsequent to that. Hence if the non-linearity of the 
full wave rectifier could be analyzed and modeled then the 
entire system could be modeled. The amplifier prior to 
detection will be assumed linear, and section two demon- 


strated that the tapped delay output was the linear alge- 
18 
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braic sum of the signal in the filter at every instant 

of time. Hence the signal to noise power ratio at the 
input to the full wave detector will be taken as a refer- 
ence. Signal to noise power ratios at the input to the 
demodulator can then be expressed in terms of the refer- 
ence. In making the transition from full wave rectifier 
input to demodulator input it will be assumed that the 
noise figure for the AGC amplifier is zero. 

Another assumption in the model is that the signal 
pulse is a square pulse. This is done in order to simplify 
the analysis of the model. However in order to use the 
model to relate predicted error rates to actual error 
rates measured a conversion factor is used. Appendix IV 
shows in detail how this conversion factor is calculated. 
Once the relationship is made the relative positions of 
the predicted curve to the actual measured error rate curve 
is established. The error rate versus signal to noise 
ratio per pulse at the input to the detector can be used 
as a reference, and error rates for signal to noise ratio 
at any point before the detector can then be obtained. This 
relationship may be seen by comparing the graphs of Fig. 
morand Fig. 20% 

The model is considered to have four separate channels. 
Each channel has an ideal filter 580 cycles wide ene 2560 
at 680, 1260, 1940, and 2620 cps. The signals of each 
channel are envelope detected and added together as shown 


in Fig. 3. The output of the tapped delay line is inte- 
19 
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grated for one half the pulse period during the time 
interval that the summed pulse is highest. A decision is 
then made at the end of integration time on the basis of the 
polarity of the integrator output. "Mark" if the integra- 
tor output is positive and "Space" if the integrator output 
is negative. 

The probability of error is the probability that 
the integrator output will be negative (or positive) when 


a "Mark" (or "Space") signal was transmitted. 





Figure Il 


From Fig. 11 it may be seen that the probability of error 


as ° 





come ae (e401) fy 
ce ara EXP eer 
In order to take advantage of the tabulations of the 
area under the normal curve /15/ this is put into the form 
il. ae 
a g [1 Erf Vv) 
where Erf V = 


ee : . 
An |. @r-t eae 


V 


20 







7 


* =e) ae 
ly at 


a= - ——_ im all is 
we —— eat m_©« - attend 


a 












i, = 








: —e ae a 7 
- —— ee a 
a 0 6 mr ee all 





_ ~ 
— sy 
“a 
- 7 —— ine if = 
= ei» 
y _ 
= = > = » - ® 
: 
TL — - 





3.2 Analysis of model. 

It has been shown by Rice /11/ that if an envelove 
detector has as its input bandlimited white Gaussian noise, 
the probability density function for the output is the 
Rayleigh distribution. Specifically for an input or 
bandlimited white Gaussian noise of power spectral density 
N, watts per cycle per second, the output of an envelope 
detector has as its probability density function the Ray-= 


leigh distribution, 


N2 
where N* = NoB. 


The power spectral density and probability density 
function is as shown in Fig. 12. As a signal is added to 
the noise input, the density function shifts to the right 
as shown in Fig. 13 and Fig. 14. 

The probability density function for the output is 
now a function of the signal power and the noise power, 


Specifically from /14/ 


(v)z 5" ar Fe so os 
Fs vs ee (y ro ) 


where I, (x) is the Modified Bessel function of the first 
kind and zero order for the argument x, and s* is the 
signal to noise power ratio for a continuous carrier. 


Most treatments of envelope detectors will make a closed 
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form approximation to Ig (x) for large or small signal to 
noise ratios, because the density function becomes 
essentially normal for large signal to noise ratios, and 
Je (x) can be closely approximated by on for x<Sl., How-= 
ever for this study these approximations were crudest in 


the region of main interest. The modified Bessel function 


I, (x) may be expressed as the sum of an infinite series, 


namely 
00 Zh 
3 X 
[at ee s 


Appendix I shows the infinite series solution to ob- 
taining the mean, and variance of the resulting probability 
density function. 

Appendix II is the computer programs used to calcu- 
late the mean and variance of the distribution resulting 
from different signal to noise power ratios at the input 
to the envelope detector. The program also includes some 
other calculations used to obtain the probability of error 
which would have been quite laborious if done by hand, 
Also included in Appendix II is a sample of the program 
outputs. 

Fig. 16 illustrates an example of the probability 
density functions for all four channels at one instant 
of time, and how they are combined. 


Although the distribution of the sum of the four 
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channels is not truly normal, it is nearly so, After 
summing ten of these nearly normal distributions, by the 
central limit theorem, the resulting distribution will be 
very close indeed to being a normal distribution. 

This signal is then integrated for an interval of 2 
milliseconds. Appendix III describes the treatment of 
integrating a Signal plus noise. For a continuous carrier 
pulse this amounts to reducing the signal to noise power 
ratio. The result is manifest on the distribution function 
as a change in the ratio of the D. C. signal level to the 
standard deviation of the distribution, and the probability 
of error is reduced accordingly. Probability of error is 


now 


Pr = 4 l-Erf Q 
10(A, -Ar) (1.2) 
Vag), "FSde") 


where Q = 


Ay is the mean of distribution of the output voltage of 
the channel containing the signal during one pulse dura- 
tion. 94° is the variance of the distribution of the 
output of the channel containing the signal during one 
pulse duration, or fluctuation noise power. 

AA > is the mean of the Rayleigh distribution resulting 
from envelope detection of white Gaussian noise. S 5° is the 
variance of the Rayleigh distribution or fluctuation noise 
power of the output of envelope detection of white Gaussian 


noise. 
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Probability Density Function for the Output 
of an Envelope Detector for Increasing 
Signal to Noise Ratio. From /11/. 
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The standard deviation of the Gaussian noise distri- 
bution was taken as one, and thus the noise power J y* was 
one. Then the signal to noise power ratio is just the 
signal power. A Control Data Corporation 1604 computer 
was used to calculate Q and the probability of error 
obtained from tables /15/. The probability of error for 
various signal to noise power ratios was obtained and 
plotted. Curve V of Fig. 19 is the curve obtained. 

Laboratory measurements were made to compare actual 
error rates with those predicted. A description of the 
apparatus and techniques used and the results obtained is 


contained in the next two sections. 
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Le Laboratory Tests of Demodulator, 

A laboratory test of the demodulator was desired to 
compare actual performance with the theoretical predictions. 
In order to do this it was necessary to devise some means 
of detecting and counting errors and counting decisions 
made. Appendix V is a description of the error detector 
which was built up from Engineered Electronics Company 
digital building blocks. Fig. 17 is a block diagram of the 
laboratory equipment layout. 

The automatic gain control circuits of the amplifier 
were set for minimum gain, and the linear range of the 
amplifier was determined. Fig. 18 is an example of the 
linear range of the amplifier. 

A few tests showed that the error rate was quite 
good for good signal to noise ratios but seemed to have 
a signal to noise ratio threshold below which the demodu- 
lator lost synchronization. Actual errors as a result 
of wrong decisions were still quite low. 

Investigation of the synchronization circuits re- 
vealed that for the signal to noise ratio at which the 
demodulator lost synchronization, there was still available 
a reasonably "clean" signal pulse coming from the differ- 
ential amplifier. However the voltage level of the signal 
was not of sufficient amplitude to be sensed by the part 
of the synchronization circuit which decided if a signal 
(either "mark" or "space") was present. A two stage amplieg 


fier was then inserted between the differential amplifier 
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and the "signal sensing" portion of the synchronization 
circuit. Curve II of Fig. 19 is the curve of error rates 
measured for this configuration. 

Visicorder recordings of the outputs of the gated 
integrator and data output showed that additional improve= 
ment could be obtained. The time constant of the operational 
amplifier integrator was reduced. The error rates obtained 
for this configuration is shown as curve III of Fig. 19. 

Visicorder recordings show that the sensing threshold 
was considerably above zero. The input resistance to the 
sensing transistors was reduced to allow the required 
switching current to be reached at a lower threshold 
voltage. This was the final configuration tested, and the 
error rates for it are shown as curve IV of Fig. 19. 

In Fig. 19 the measured signal to noise ratio was 
corrected to fit the model as described in Appendix IV. 
Fig. 19 is the same data referring the model signal to 
noise ratios to the measured signal to noise ratio per 
ac. 

As discussed in section 3, the data in Fig. 19 and 20 
are for the signal to noise ratio at the input to the full 
wave rectifier as a reference, in order to refer the error 
rate to the signal to noise ratio ver bit at the input to 


the filters the following correction is required. 
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Each filter bandwidth is 580 cps. The total noise 
bandwidth at the input is 3 kc — 400 cps = 2500 cps. There 
is then 2205 or 4.5 times as much noise per bit at the 
input as in each channel. Signal to noise ratio must then 
be reduced by 6.53db. Fig. 21 shows this. 

Any measurements made in the future on this system 
will probably be done by a true reading RMS voltmeter as 
was done in our experiments. Figs. 19, 20, and 21 are on 
a Signal to noise power per bit basis. Since the signal 
- was a mark--space--mark--space, etc., the average signal 
power was just one-half of the power per bit. Average 
signal to noise power ratio is then 3db less for each 

rate than for Fig. 21. This is shown in Fig. 22, 
and is the error rate for the signal to noise ratio which 
would be measured at the input to the demodulator. 

Fig. 23 is a group of pictures showing the QFM signal, 


the differential amplifier, output for two signal to noise 


ratios and configurations. 
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Deo Conclusions. 

A close analysis of a system to obtain a theoretical 
optimum performance level provides a useful standard to 
which actual performance may be compared. Such an anal- 
ysis may show the possible improvement to be gained by 
alterations in various sections of a system. Such was 
the case for the QFM system studied. Curve V is the 
theoretical optimum performance criteria for this system, 
and I to IV are performance levels for various configuations 
of the system. It appears that additional improvements in 
system performance are still possible. However these 
curves cannot show the limitations of the synchronization 
circuit. Perfect synchronization and zero threshold are 
assumed. 

In any physically realizable system synchronization 
is not perfect and the threshold is some small value above 


and below zero. 


38 





a0, 


Ly 


2s 


13. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


KE. J. Baghdady, Lectures on Communication System 
Theory, McGraw-Hill Book Co. Inc., New York, 1961. 


J. L. Eckessley, Multiple Signals in Short Wave 
jfransmigston, Proj. Iatmwi., Vol. 18, pp. LOe=—i2e 
Jalitits y 9 3 On 


J. P. Costas, Synchronous Communications, Proc. I.R.E., 
VOW. Pr, pp. 71l6=1785,;, Dee: 156. 


R. Price and P. E. Green, A Communication Technique 
for Multipath Channels, Proc. I.R.B., Vol. 46, No. 3, 
ppe 555-570, March, 1958. 


W. W. Peterson, T. G. Birdsall, and W. C. Fox, The 
Theory of Signal Detectability, I.R.E. Trans, PGIT-4, 
iiitem., cept,., L95es 


G. L. Turin, An introduction to Matched Filters, I.R.E. 
Trans Vol. LT, pp. 311-329, June, 1960. 


Ro H. Barker, Group Scynchronization of Binary 
Digital Systems in Communication Theory. W. Jackson, 
Ed., Academic Press, New York, New York, 1953. 


B. Elspas, A Radar System based on Statistical Esti-= 
mation and Resolution Considerations, Technical Report 
N, 361-11, Amplified Electronics Laboratory, Stanford, 
California, August 1, 1955. 


A. B. Glenn, Performance Analvsis of a Dat Link 
System, I.R.E. Trans., Vol. CS=7, No. 2, pp. lk=2k, 
May 1959. 


A B. Glenn, Comparison of PSK vs. FSK and FSK-AM 
vs FSK-AM Binary Coded Transmission Systems, I.R.E. 
Trans., Vol. CS-8, No. 3, pp. 87-100, June, 1960. 


S. O. Rice, Mathematical Analysis of Radar Noise, 
Bell System Technical Journal, Vol. 23, pp. 282-332, 
duly, L9ch, and Voln Zi pie) wO-l>o.. Jame. 


G. F. Montgomery, A Comparison of Amplitude and Angle 
Modulation for Narrow Band Communication of Binary 
Coded Messages in Fluctuation Noise, Proc. I.R.E., 
Vols 42, Nov 23, pp. he7=h54, Feb. 1952. 


W. R. Bennett, Methods of Solving Noise Problems, 
Proc. DPot,, Vol. 44. No. 5, pp. 609-636, May, 1956, 


39 





1h. 


1 


Or 


ey 


M. Schwartz, Information Transmission, Modulation, 
and Noise, McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., New York, 1959, 


National Bureau of Standards, Tables of Probability 
Humeemons, Voll. Di, dgoy2: 


N. Abramson and J. Farison, On Statistical Communication 
Theory, Tech. Report No. 2005-1, Standford Electronics 
Laboratory, August, 1962. 


G. L. Evans, "State-of-the-Art Evaluation Quantized 
Frequency Modulation", Final Report, USAF 480L 
System, Communications Div., Hughes Aircraft Co., 
Jan., 1960. 


LO 





APPENDIX I 
Infinite Series Solution to Mean and Variance of the 
Probability Density Function for the Output of an 


Envelope Detector for Various Signal to Noise 
Power Ratios 


From /11/ the probability density function for the 
output of an envelope detector is 
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where 
S< is the Signal to noise power ratio at the input 
to the envelope detector, 
N* is the noise power at the input and 
I,(Y) is the modified Bessel function of the first kind 
and zeroth order of the argument Y . 
T(y) can be expressed as the sum of an infinite series 
A ah 
L. ne) a oe .—_ 
hH=0 y; (7!) 


The mean of this distribution is 
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Since the distribution has only positive values for X and 
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Term by term integration yields 
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For digital Computer Operation this series may be 


nested as 
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The computer program which does this is in Appendix II. 
The Second Moment for the distribution function has 


been evaluated in closed form as 


— am u 
Eee; ee 
The variance or fluctuation noise power is then: 


i = ET x") -(E re 


TR and may be evaluated for different signal to noise 


power ratios. 
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Appendix II 


The digital computer program written to compute the 
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nag 


mean and variance of the distribution for the output of 


Sample outputs are also 


envelope detector is shown below. 


included in this appendix. 
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APPENDIX III 
FILTER CHARACTERISTICS OF AN INTEGRATOR 
The impulse response of an ideal integrator which 


integrates for a time interval T is shown as a solid line 


eno. / 17/ 





o ee Ci 
Impulse response of an ideal integrator. 


Figure III-A 


To obtain the transfer characteristics in the frequency 
demain translate the coordinates an amount T/2, shown as 


dotted in Fig. A. Transform this to the frequency domain. 
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A delay in the time domain of T/2 seconds is manifest 


cae ee ae 
as a phase shift in the frequency domain of eF ‘- Hence 
H (w) = ee Cs wet bY T/e 
ey 
: Oe | a 
Tf 7 


The power output of such an integrator would be 


oo we 
Ky = lHw) | CO () df 
—00 
where G(W) is the power spectral density of the input 


Signal. 


The power output of the integrator becomes 
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for one sided frequency spectrum. 
For this problem T = 2 x 107? seconds, The frequency 


of the first zero is then 
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For any one of those three channels which for any 
instant contain noise only the power spectral density is 


as shown in Fig. 13 from /11/ 
5s 00 
he a. 6 (Ww) Lf ga XSi 0 ©) eee Py 
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From the Rayleigh distribution, the variance or fluctuation 


noise power is .42Q/N2. 
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There will always be three channels of noise power 


hh 290N* and the noise power from the signal channel going 


L9 





into the integrator which will add directly since the 
noise from different parts of the spectrum are not coherent, 
The noise power in the signal channel will be increasing 
with the increasing signal power. Thus the noise power 
may be considered as four channels of noise power plus 
the increased noise power in the signzl channel due to 
the signal times noise products. This increase may be 
closely approximated by curve fitting techniques applied 
to Fig. III-B. By linear regression the increase in 
noise power is 

AP =.s7i[1- eo | 
where X is the signal to noise power ratio. 

This increase in noise power is essentially flat over 
half the original bandwidth of the noise input to the 
detector. Thus the Noise Power Spectral Density into the 
integrator will be 


2. 
C(w) . (4) (2) | 429) GH [fev erp) 
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and the power output of the integrator is 
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The power spectral density input to the integrator 


will be as shown in Fig. IiI-C. 
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Figure I11-C 
In order to obtain a tractable model the noise power 
spectral density will be assumed to be flat from zero to 
B/2 cycles per second with a total noise power equal to the 


original noise power. The noise power out of the detector 
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then is 
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Transforming variables 
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This modifies the error rate to be 
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APPENDIX IV 
The analysis of the QFM demodulator assumed a 
square pulse shape for each bit transmitted as shown in 
Fig. 1. The pulse transmitted is shown in Fig. 2. In 
order to bridge the gap between the model and the actual 
modulator the following conversion proceedure was applied. 
The power in a constant unmodulated carrier of 


amplitude A is A“/2. 
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The cosine squared pulse which is the output of the 


rectifier is obtained from an input to the rectifier of 


a waveform like a carrier 100 per cent modulated by a 


2 
sine wave. The power in this signal is 3/2 5 een 


terms of the peak voltage of the modulated carrier 
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The "mark" or "space" decision is based on the polarity 
of the integrator output after 2 millisiconds of integration. 


The output of the integrator for the modulated input is 
v7, 
is 
| = 
do cage o ter ee 
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The amplitude of a constant carrier pulse for an equivalent 


voltage output of the intigrator would be .82 PK. 





The power in this carrier is 


-_ ga P= 6724 PR- 
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The power in a constant carrier signal which will produce 
the same output at the integrator as a modulated carrier 


with a power per bit of Pp is 
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Since all signal to noise ratios are referred to a noise 
power of one, the Signal Power is the signal to noise 
ratio, and 


10 Log Peg = JO Log l76t/OLoeere 


Sweg = tle t+2,53 4b 


Thus 2.53db should be added to the Signal power per bit 
as measured, 
To refer the model to the measured signal power 2,53db 


must be subtracted from the theoretical noise power, 
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APPENDIX V 
ERROR DETECTION INSTRUMENTATION 
some means of detecting errors was necessary in 
order to obtain an error count. Since the output data was 
digital, a digital system was used for error detection. 
Engineered Electronics building blocks were arranged as 


shown in the diagram below. 
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Flip flop A assumed the state corresponding to the "Mark" 
or "Space" data received. Flip flop B assumed the state of 
the transmitted data. The outputs were gated according to 
the following equation. 

C= (A.B) - (A.B) 

Error = (C . D) 


D was derived from the interface timing circuits. 
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